CHAPTER III
Arab Siege of Constantinople
IN their first march on the Roman Empire the Arabs
conquered Syria, Egypt and Africa, penetrated as
far as the plateaus of Asia Minor and swept over
the southern Roman provinces. In less than a quarter
of a century, from the biginning of their victorious
career, the Arabs approached the walls of Constanti-
nople, the seat of the Eastern Empire. The curr^it
of their conquests was deterred for only a short internal
in which the Arabs were occupied with their internal
troubles and feuds, and no sooner their strife came to
an end than they resumed their career of conquests
under the young Omayyad dynasty. They penetrated
through the provinces of the Eastern Empire as far as
the Bosphorus and overran north Africa as far as the
Atlantic and, crossing to Spain, swept over Western
Europe as far as the heart of France and the banks of
Loire,
Under the aegis of the Omayyad dynasty, Islam
rose to the zenith of its military glory. The torrent of
its victories then subsided, and a moment came for a
decisive settlement between Islam and Christianity in
the East and West In the East, Islam retired before
the walls of Constantinople by which it had tried at
first to cross over to Europe. In the West, it retired
in the plains of Tours and Poitiers and contented itself,
in the west of Europe, with Spain where it remained
for centuries struggling with Christianity.
The conquest of Constantinople was the first plan
of the Caliphate to sweep over the West and crush
Christianity in its cradle. The Eastern Empire was
undoubtedly the stronghold of Europe and of Christi-